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It will be difficult, till a minute insight is obtained into
the totemic history and organization of all the Algic
tribes, to decide fully the number of generic or grand
Totems which are recognized among them, and the numeric
strength of each.

This subject is deserving of close research and study. I
consider it a most important link in solving the deep
mystery which covers their origin. Even with the im-
perfect insight which has been given on this subject by
different writers, an analogy cannot but be noticed exist-
ing in many respects between the totemic division of the
Algics, and the division of the Hebrews into tribes. And
the remarkable purity with which the system has been

kept up for ages, finds no other parallel in the history of
mankind.



